
 

 

7th USC Marshall Macro Day 
 

September 23, 2022 

University of Southern California 

Fertitta Hall (JFF), room 236 

610 Childs Way, Los Angeles, CA 90089 

 
PROGRAM  

 
9:15am – 9:30am Coffee, registration and opening remarks 

9:30am – 10:20am Mark Colas (University of Oregon) 

“Social Transfers and Spatial Distortions” with Robert McDonough 

10:20am – 10:40am Coffee break 

10:40am – 11:30am Charly Porcher (Georgetown University) 

“The Geography of Higher Education and the Spatial Propagation of Skill-

Biased Technical Change” with Hannah Rubinton and Damien Capelle 

11:30am – 11:50am Coffee break 

11:50am – 12:40pm Ruben Gaetani (University of Toronto) 

“Technological Waves and Local Growth” with Enrico Berkes and Marti 

Mestieri 

12:40pm – 2:00pm Lunch (JFF-236 & Suryan Plaza) 

2:00pm – 2:50pm Cormac O’Dea (Yale University) 

“Who Benefits from Retirement Saving Incentives in the U.S.? Evidence on 

Racial Gaps in Retirement Wealth Accumulation” with Taha Choukhmane, 

Jorge Colmenares, Jonathan Rothbaum, and Lawrence Schmidt 

2:50pm – 3:10pm Coffee break 

3:10pm – 4:00pm Yueyuan Ma (UC Santa Barbara) 

“Specialization in a Knowledge Economy” 

4:00pm – 4:20pm Coffee break 

4:20pm – 5:10pm Huiyu Li (San Francisco Fed) 

“Good Rents versus Bad Rents: R&D Misallocation and Growth” with Philippe 

Aghion, Antonin Bergeaud, Timo Boppart, and Pete Klenow 

5:45pm Conference dinner (USC University Club, by invitation only) 

  


